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FARTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON THE: 


Preſent State of. Abe ee 
and Abroad: In a LETTER to the 
Miniſter. 


SIR, 


th 


following Pages begs leave, in Imitation of the 


old Romans, to uſe a little F reedom with his 
Superiors, in this Time of your Triumph. 
This Privilege ſurvived the Liberties of Rome, 
nor did her moſt jealous Tyrants attempt (e 
reſtrain it, tho it was often carried to great u- 
decencies. At the ſame Time, he WII endea- . 


vour to avoid repeating what has been laid in 
other Papers, or Pamphlets, upon this Head, 


and confine what he has to communieate to i 
Points either entirely untouched, or HAS "a. 


underſtood. 


A dus Bilan: ade © in ie Weſt" 


as ſettled by Treaties, has been long — 
upon as one of the moſt effectual Means of 


preſerving chat * Circulation of Treaſure, 
| 3.8 


chat th 


OUR Counſels, by vowel own Report, | 
having had all the Effect of the moſt 
ſucceſsful Arms, the Author of the 
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that is ſo neceſſary to the Preſervation of the 
Balance of Power in Europe. For this Reaſon, 
every Encroachment of one Nation upon ano- 
ther, in that Trade, has been ſtrictly guarded 
againſt in ſeveral Treaties, the principal Aim 
of which was to accommodate Differences in 
Europe. All theſe Treaties therefore may be 
look d upon as ſo many Securities, which the 
contracting Powers have given to Spain for 
the peaceable Poſſeſſion of her American Com- 
merce and Acquiſitions. So that, while theſe 


are in Force, and while ſhe rakes Care to re- 


gulate her Conduct according to the Intention 
of theſe Treaties, and the general Rights of 
Nations, ſhe is in no Danger of being ſtript 


of any Right or Fifties ſhe can jufily claim 


in America. 
This will be plain to any one, who confiders 


that the Treaſures af the Vi Indies can be no 


where ſo well lodg'd, as in the Hands of a Peo- 
ple, to whom patther Extent of Dominion gives 
Strengtb, nor Affluence of Treaſure, Plenty. 
Whereas, ſhould they fall into the Hands of a 
Nation more active and more induſtrious, that 
Nation may, by enhancing the Trade and en- 
' groſſing the Treaſures, ſoon create ſuch a De- 


pendency on herſelf,” as may enable ber in Time 


to give Laws to the reſt of Europe, Therefore, 
if Great Britain, for Inſtance, ſhould pretend to 
any Rights of Navigation, or cut out to her- 
ſelf any Channels of Commerce in the Wet 
We n to the ele of Spain, or 
:nincconſiſtent 
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inconſiſtent with the Treaties Hikes which 
regulate that Trade, we ſhould be ſure of 
meeting with a powerful - Interpoſition from 
the other Powers of Europe in favour of Spain, 
in cafe ſhe were not in a Condition: to do her- 
ſelf Juſtice. This is ſo evident, that it can ad- 
mit of no Diſpute with any Man, who knows 


ever fo little of the Intereſts and Hiſtary of 


the ſeveral States of Europe. 
But the Danger of any Encroachments of 
this kind does os lye entirely on one Side. 


The Crown of Spain, by abandoning that Con- 


duct which was formerly the preateſt Security 
of her foreign Acquiſitions, may render herſelf 
more formidable to her Neighbours, than is 
conſiſtent either with her own Safety, or the 
general Intereſts of Europe. If this ſhould ever 
happen to be the Caſe, there is not the leaſt 
Doubt but that the other Powers of Europe 
will make it a common Cauſe, and endeavour 


to reduce her Ambition within: thoſe / Bounds 


that are agreeable to che Senſe of "Treaties, and 
the Rights of Nations. This is a Trois, of 


which, by her late Conduct towards Britain, 


ſhe ſeems to be fully ſenſible. 

A Right of Sovereignty, which, according 
to her Maxims, the imagines ſhe ought to 
enjoy in the American Seas, is certainly the 

Foundation of thoſe Injuries and Inſults, - ro 
Which the Briviſh Merchants and Sailors have 
for ſome time been ſubjected in their Com- 


merce to and from their own Sertlements. 
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Yet ſuch is the Policy of that Court, that this 
Right of Sovereignty has never yet by them 
been openly aſſerted; for this evident Reaſon, 
that had they avowed ſuch a Claim, they muſt 
have drawn upon themſelves the Reſentment of 
their moſt formidable Neighbours; becauſe it 
is impoſſible for them to invent a Claim to a So- 
vereignty, in Prejudice of one, that would not 
have equally affected the Commerce of every 
Power in Europe; who poſſeſſes one Foot of 
Territory in America. 

They have, therefore, wav'd inſiſting « on an 
empty, obnoxious Name; and have artfully 
evaded any Diſcuſſion of General Rights, by 
amuſing us with Intricacies of particular Facts. 
By this Management the other Powers of 
Europe have hitherto been induced to think, 
that the Differences betwixt Spain and Great 
Britain have no other Foundation than ſome 
mutual Injuries, and a few doubiful Captures. 
Nay, as Matters have gone on, I am perſuaded 
ſome of them are inclined to believe that we 
have been guilty of grols Violations of Trea- 
ties, and are not at all diſpleaſed to find that 


Spain has Spirit enough to make us pay dear 


for every Encroachment upon her Rights, and 
to make us more cautious how we make any 


ſuch Encroachments for the future. Thus, 


Sir, our Neighbours look upon our Differences 
with Spain to be of ſuch a Nature, as that they 


never can affect themſelves, whatever | is the 
Event. 


—_ 8 ; 1 ſhall 


* i. | S VS Li 


4 5] 

1 ſhall not enter into any Diſcuſſion of 
thoſe Treaties, upon which our Rights of 
Trade and Navigation to America are found-- 
ed; they have already been under the Conſi- 
deration of an Aſſembly, whoſe Counſels de- 
ſerve greater Deference, than as it appears they 
can command. I ſhall therefore proceed to ſome 
Obſervations upon the Conduct of our * 
tiators in this important Point. 

From what has been ſaid I humbly pre- 
ſame, that Spain ſhall no ſooner endeavour to 
affect thoſe Rights of Commerce enjoy'd by any | . 
of the Powers, who have a Share of Property 
in America, than ſhe not only draws upon her- 
ſelf an Oppoſition from thoſe Powers, but makes 
it the common Cauſe of all Europe. 

But how does it appear, that this exident 


Truth has been underſtood: by our Negotia- 


tors? Does it appear, to the World. at leaft, 
from the various Negotiations that have heen 
carried on betwixt us and Spain, that they 
have fairly ſtated the Points of Difference be- 
twixt us? Does it appear, that an explicit An- 
ſwer has either been demanded or given to the 
_ Point upon which our preſent Differences 
n poſſibly be founded? That Queſtion was 
plain and ſhort, and might have been thus 


ſtated: © Do you Spaniards pretend to ſearch 


our Ships, becaule they {ail near your Settles 
« ments, and to confiſcate them, .- becauſe 


they have on board Goods that are the 


= ProduQ of your Plantations?” This' Queſ- 
4 _ tion, 
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tion, Sir, I ſay, was the proper Hinge on 
which the whole Difference betwixt us and 
Spain ought to have turned; and an Anſwer 
to this muſt have been more deciſive than the 


moſt complete Victory; for had the Spaniards 


anſwered in the Negative, © that they | 
* tended to no fuch Right, the great End of 
Security for our Navigation and Commerce 
had been then obtained, and Reparation for 
paſt Injuries would have been a natural and a 
neceflary Conſequence of this important Con- 
ceffion. 1 e 


. 


I cannot however help obſerving, thar aRe- 


ſtitution for the paſt Loſſes of our Merchants, 


even tho that Reſtitution had been ample and 


adequate, is but a trifling Confideration, when 


put in the Balance. with the Security of our 
Rights to a free and uninterrupted Navigation 


in theſe Seas. And, that if any thing was to 
be left to the Deciſion of Plenipotentiaries, it 
ought to have been the E/timate of theſe Cap- 
tures, and not the Conſtruction of plain and 
poſitive Treaties. But rather let me afk you, 
Sir, what Plenipotentiary will dare to treat 


away the Commercial Rights of a trading Peo- 


ple, or even admit them to be ſubjected to his 
Diſcuſſion? The particular Value of the Shipg 
and Cargoes may indeed properly come under 


the Cognizance of Commiſſioners, or Plenipo- 


rentiaries, who are to take Care, that not only 


the Lofles themſelves, but the Value of theſe . 


x 
2 
— 


Loſſes ſhall be fully proved. But a Britiſb 


C 
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Plenipotentiary may as well 
full Powers are. a ſufficient 


end, that his 
rrant , for his 


W. 


giving up any City or Territory belonging 1 to the 


Crown, as that they can warrant him to give up 
any Right or Privilege exjoy'd by the Sabject. 
Therefore I am glad of having an Op- 
ortunity of expreſſing my ſelf on this Point. 
i am glad of having an Opportunity to ler the 
World know, that t could never be che Inten- 
tion of the Miniſtry, chat any of the Rights of 
this Nation ſhould be ſubjected to the Diſcuſ- 


ſion of the Plenipotentiaries named in our late 


Convention with Spain. No, Sir, I hope 1 do 
not flatter, when I lay that our Miniſtry has too 
great a Regard to he Senſe of Parliament, to. 


_ preſume, even to ſuppoſe thoſe Righis to be 


ble which the Parliament has already 
clared to be a and undaubtad. It is true, 


ane may unluckily aſk me, © If che Sum to 


« be aid for the Damages of OY c Merchants 
« js already ſtipulated ; if the Rights of our 
” Navigation are juſt and wndoubted, and not 
liable to any future canvaſſing, I ſhould 
« be glad to know what thoſe Mattets are, 
« which, by the late Convention, are to be re- 
«* ferred to the Deciſion of Plenipotentiaries, 
e beſides ſettling the Limits of Caraling and 
e Flerida?” Really, Sir, if ſuch a Queſtion 
were put to me 1 ſhould be at a great Loſs. 
for an Anſwer: I believe I ſhould even tell my 
Friend, that ſomewhat was certainly to be re- 
fry coPlenipotentiaries, though I could not hl 

What 
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what it was; but that I entirely truſted to the 
Wiſdom of the Miniſtry, who to be ſure had 
their own Reaſons for what they did. = 

Having mentioned Florida, I cannot help 
taking Notice of another unlucky Cir ' nce 
that muſt greatly puzzle your Frie eo ac- 
count for. It 1s no Secret to the World, that 
the Spaniards have look d upon our Settlements 
of Georgia, and a great Part of Carolina, as 
Territories diſmember'd from their Empire in 
America, and have ſhewn great Indications of 
an Inclination to ſtrip us of both theſe Colo- 


nies. Now the moſt effectual way for per- 


ſuading the Nation that theſe two Provinces 


are to remain in our Hands, was to have alter'd 


the Word Florida into that of Georgia. This 
would have been a tacit, if not an expreſs, 
Acknowledgment from the Spamards, of our 
Right to that Settlement; and have at leaſt 
imply'd, that tho' poſſibly ſome Differences 
may have ariſen about the Boundaries, yet the 
Poſſeſſion was to remain with us. Whereas no 
body can now know where the Boundaries of 
Florida may be fix d by theſe Plenipotentaries, 
and whether they may not comprehend all 
Georgia, and a great Part, if not the whole, 
of Carolina. , . | 


Thus far I have reaſon'd upon a Suppo- 


ſition, that, if the peremptory Point of No 
Search upon the open Seas had been put to the 
Spantards, they would have given it up. I 


ſhall now uſe the Freedom to take a View of 


the 


50 


the Conſequentes that muſt have attended their 


inſiſting on any ſuch Search. Tho the Search- 


ing of Britiſb Ships may not indeed ſeem to 


affe* the Commerce of any of our Neigh- 


bot. 18 it is founded on Reaſons, which, 
had Ci Negotiators ſer in a proper Light, 
muſt Swe alarm'd all Europe, and intereſted 
every Nation, who has one Foot of Ground'in 
America, equally with our ſelves. The French, 

the Danes, the Dutch, have each conſiderable 
Settlements there; and it is well known to 
every Man, who has the leaſt Acquaintance 
with that Trade, that in every Voyage they 


make, they import from America, into their 


own Country, Commodities that are not the 
Product of their own Settlements: And this they 
are abſolutely obliged to do, in order to carry 
the Trade on with any Profit. One Nation 
imports Sugars from a Colony of their own, 
which never produced one Hogſhead of that 


Commodity, another Rum; another Logwood, 


and another Tobacco, tho it is well known, 
that theſe are no part of the natural Product 


of the Country where they laſt took in their 


L_ Now if a Suſpicion of having Sa- 
Commodities on board is a+ good Rea» 

fon to the Spaniards for ſearching a Britsfh Ship 
on the open Seas, and of Confiſcation, if found 
on board that Ship; has not every other Nation 
an equal Right to ſearch 'and" confiſcate all 
Ships they ſhall meet with, who have on 
DEE a of the Commodities that is not the 
B natural 
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natural Produ@ of the Place from which the 
Veſſel is bound, and is the Product of Settle- 
ments belonging to the Captors? They cer- 
tainly have; for all Trade berwixt any other 


Nation and the French, the Dutch, or the Da- 


iſh Settlements in America, is under as rigo- 
rous Prohibitions, as the Trade betwixt any 


Part of the Britiſb Dominions and the Spaniſh 


Weſt Indies; and all Trade of the Dutch, or 
the French, or the Danes, to the Spaniſh Weſt 
Indies is under the fame Reſtrictions. 
Therefore, it is impoſſible for Spain to invent 
any Reaſon for ſearching the Br:ti/h Ships, 
that does not equally affect all other Nations 


trading to America. And there is not the leaſt 
Reaſqn to doubt, that if we had refuſed all 


Accommodation with the Spaniards, till they 
had explicitly. declared their Minds on this 
Head, the other Powers of Europe would have 
looked upon our Caſe with regard to Spain at 
preſent, as what may be their own hereafter. 


By this Means, if Spain had inſiſted on this 


unwarrantable Claim, there would have been 
but little Occaſion to involve the Nation in an 
immenſe Expence to procure us Satisfaction. 
Spain would not, ſhe durſt not, have inſiſted 
long, unleſs ſhe had been ſo romantickly ftub- 
born, as to hazard a War under almoſt every 
Diſadvantage that can be imagined. 


But tho' we at preſent enjoy all the Rights 


of Commerce in America, to which other Na- 
tions are entitled, yet it i poſſible that we 
a 2 5 ? may 
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may give up one Right which may render out 
Poſſeſſion of the others ineffectual; while our 
Neighbours, refuſing to ſubject their's to any 


Innovation whatſoever, ' may preſerve hs, 


free and inviolate. In ſuch a Cafe, 
would, no doubt, be very glad if we hors 
{tripped of our Rights, if it can be effected 


without endangering their own; By theſe- 
Means they could carry on that Trade to 


greater Advantage; nay, Spain would be ſure 
of their Aſſiſtance to oblige us to the Obſer · 
vance of any L which wy ey conclude 


to our own Ruin. 


The Freedom of the Brig Navightion 40 
Commerce in America is as ſtro 
can be done by the moſt expreſs Words; and no 
Alteration can be made in it but for the. worſe: 


By the 8th Article of the Treaty of 1670, no. 
Britiſb Ship is to ſail to, or traffick in, any 
Spaniſh Ports or Settlements and no $ paniſiʒ 
Shin is to ſail to, or traffick in, any of our Ports. 


What is the Conſequence, Sir, of this Stipu- 
lation? Does it not expreſly imply, that pro- 
vided we do not trade in their Ports we do not 
carry on an illicit Trade? But will it ever 
imply, that if, in carrying on our Commerce 


to and from our own Settlements, we approach 


their Settlements, our Ships and Cargoes are 
therefore to be ſeized and confiſtated, our 
Seamen mangled and impriſoned ? ? It is true, 


the Spaniards may, and, I believe, do pretend; $ 
chat Th it . to Them' that a Ship has un- 
| rs i nn 
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neceſſarily changed her Courſe: to approach 
any of their Settlements, they have a Right to 
ſearch that Ship, and to , confiſcate her, if 
Spaniſh Commodities are found on Board. 
This I have heard many Times aſſerted, both 


by the Friends of Spain and of our Miniſtry 3 


5 if it ſhould be admitted by the Miniſtry, 
that a Spaniſh Guarda Coſta is the proper Judge 
of the Courſe a Britiſb Veſſel ought to keep 
we may then hid adieu to every Branch of 
Navigation, and every Advantage of Com- 
merce we have ever poſſeſſed in, or drawn 
from, America. T his Claim is not only un- 
Juſt in itſelf, bur, as the Treaties betwixt us now 
ſtand, it is next to impoſſible for the Spaniards 
to have any fair Proof of a Britih Ship 
trading with their Settlements, beſides the Teſ- 
timony of the Captors themſelves. They can 
have no full Proof that a Ship's Courſe has been 
unneceſſarily changed, but from the Maſter 
of that Ship, whom we can never ſuppoſe to 
be Fool enough to own it. Tr is equally im- 
probable they ſhould be able to prove that ſuch 
a Ship was trading in the Spaniſh Ports, be- 


cauſe that muſt be done only by. the Teſti- 


mony of the Spaniſh Officers in that Port, who 
are guilty either of a Breach of Truſt, or the 
greateſt Negligence, in nor ſeizing ſuch a Ship 


the Moment ſhe broke Bulk, or diſpoſed of 
one Shilling's worth of Goods there in the 


way of Trade: So that if we ſhould once ad- 
mit he Spano Guarda oe to be ge of of 


1 


what Courſe a Britiſh Ship ought t to ſteer in 
her Navigation from one Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions to another, or if we ſhould admit 
che leaſt Variation from the Treaty of 1670, 
we in effect ſubject the Bri7z/þ Navigation in 
theſe Seas to the Mercy of its old and natural 
Enemies. And if, without the leaſt Colour 
of Juſtice from any. Conceſſion on our Part, 
they have already treated the Britiſh Traders 
and Seamen with the moſt unheard of Inſo- 
lence and Cruelty, what Injuſtice can we ſup- 
poſe they will not be guilty of, if they have 
ſo much as the Shadow of any Sanction from 
the Acts of our Miniſtry or Plenipotentiaries? 
But it may be here objected, if the Britiſb 
Veſſels are not to be ſtopped and ſearched by 
the Guarda Coſtas, how is it poſſible for the 
King of Spain to prevent the Violation of the 
Treaty of 1670, which plainly ſtipulates a mu- 
tual Prohibition of Trade to both Nations? 
The Anſwer to this is plain and eaſy, A mu- 
tual Prohibition of Trade is certainly ſtipulated, 
but it is as certain from the whole Tenor of 
that Treaty, that the Violators of this alone 
are to ſuffer, and that nothing more is im- 
ply'd by the mutual Conſent, which the con- 
_ rrafting Powers gave to the Sth Article of chat 
Treaty, than that it is lawful for either Na- 
tion to puniſh the Subjects of the other Nation 
who ſhould be found carrying on a Trade in 
their Ports and Harbours. This Conſtruction | 
oe that Article ſufficiently ſecures all the. 
2: Rights 
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Rights which the King of Spain can juſtly 
claim from any Treaty, provided his own 
Officers and Governors ſerve him faithfully. 
But if any of them have found their own Inte- 
reſt in betraying that of their Maſter, is it rea- 
ſonable that the Br:ti/h Navigation ſhould be 


ſubjected to almoſt unſurmountable Reftric- 
tions at the Pleaſure of the Maſter of a Petty 


Guarda Cofta, who perhaps has paid dear for 
his Commiſſion with a View of repaying him- 
ſelf by the Plunder of our Merchants ? 
The beſt way, therefore, to prevent the 
Intention of the American Treaty from being 
fruſtrated, is, by the King of Spain laying his 


Officers and Governors in the Weſt Indies un- 


der ſuch Regulations as that the fair Trader 
may be protected, and the Interloper puniſhed. 
Whereas at preſent the Caſe is quite the Re- 
verſe; and the Interlopers, by importing Com- 
modities into the Spaniſih' Settlements, and 
making Matters up with the Governors and 
Officers, have double the Profit, that any 
Merchant, under the preſent Diſcouragements 
of Commerce, can clear in a lawful way of 
Trade betwixt any of our American Settle- 
ments and Great Britain. The many Vil- 


lainies of this Kind that have been practiſed 


have, no doubt, been of very great Prejudice 
to the Revenue of Spain, and they may have 
been repreſented in ſuch a Light at that Court, 
as inclines ĩt to believe that they are entirely 
owing to the clandeſtine Commerce carried on 
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by Britiſß Subjects, who are privately: ſupport- 
ed and encouraged not only by our Merchants 
but by our Governors. But it is our Bufi- 
neſs to undeceive the Spaniſh Court in this 
Point if it has received any ſuch Impreſſions. 
We ought to let it know that the Intereſt of 
Britain and the Intereſt of Spain in the-exer- 
ciſe of the American; Commerce, if rightly 
conſidered, are the ſame ; and that it lyes at 
their Door to remove theſe Grievances, by 
laying their Governors under proper Regula- 
tions, and putting them on ſuch a Footing as 
that their Duty and Intereſt may be inſeparable. 
This, Sir, is the proper and only Method, 
that, conſiſtently with our Rights, Spain 
can purſue for rendering the Advantages ſtipu- 
lated in her Favour by Treaties effectual. 
For while every Spaniſb Governor in the Ve 
Indies ſhall dare, with Impunity and Succeſs to 
himſelf, to violate the Law of Nations and the 
Duties of his own Station, there can be no 
End of Grievances on both Sides. A clan- 
deſtine Trade will be carried on, tho' our Go- 
vernment ſhould even exert itſelf ro ſuppreſs ir, 
and unlawful Captures will be made, even tho 
the Court of Spain ſhould be ſincere in its En- 
deavours to prevent them. But is it reaſonable 
that for the Acts of a few Smugglers amongſt 
our ſelves, we ſhould give up the only Right, 


the only Security, which our lawful Traders 


can poſſibly have, in their American Com- 
merce, by admitting the Treaty of 1670 to be 
1 | ſubjected 
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ſabjeQted to any Diſcuſſion, or to be liable 
to receive any other Meaning than what it 


preſents at firſt Sight to every Man of Com- 
mon Senſe who reads it? Is it not plain to 
every Man who reads that Treaty, tht, as 
in America we can have no lawful Ty" 2 with 
the Spaniſh Sertlements, therefore, "ought 


to be ſubjected to no Search from their Guarda 


Coſtas, nor to any Confiſcation unleſs we are 
actually trading in their Ports? - Aſk any Man, 
Sir, who has the * Acquaintance with that 


Trade, their f: de of the Coa? che 


Strength of che Tit and the Uncertainty 


of the Winds, d- t ſometimes force our 


Sailors to ga 1 this ' Spaniſh Coaſts, be their 
Caution to avoid them ever ſo great. And is 


it not plain to every Man, who throws his Eyes 


upon a Map of America, and ſees the Situa- 


tion of our and the Spaniſh Sertlements there, 
that, if our Plenipotentiaries ſhould admit even 


of a Poſſibility of a Caſe happening, in which 
the Searching and Confiſcation of a Britiſb 
Ship not in the Spaniſo Harbours may be 


lawful, no Veſſel navigating betwixt one part 
of his Majeſty's Dominions there to another 


can be ſafe? 


Having from ſelf-evident Principles, BY I 


hope, undeniable Conſequences, proved that.we 
can have no Freedom or Security of Naviga- 


tion, but by ſtrictly adhering to the Treaty 
made in the Year 1670: I ſhall now take the 

. to conſider home * chis 9 
| 8 Oil 


1 


Seas is ſecured, ound n - ave been confirmed 


[2]. 
Point has been underſtood by thoſe who made 


the Treaties' of Madrid and Seuille, the one in 
the Vear 1721, the other in the Lear 17293 
the ſecond Article of the former Treaty ſays, 


„That the Treaties: of Peace and Com- 
c m e concluded at Urreteht the 13th of 
4 and the gthof December, in the Year 
* 1713, wherein are comprehended the 
« Treaty made at Madrid 1667, and the Ce- 


* dulas therein mentioned, ſhall remain con- 


ce firmed and ratified. 
ter what has bean 8 

Cai. t help thinx e odd, that the 

only Treaty, by whio Navigation on theſe 


as well as other Treaties, by thoſe who had 


the Management of this Negotiation ; and till 


I hear farther muſt be of Opinion, that this 
Omiſſion was one great Handle for theſe 


Violences, which were committed by the 


Spaniards betwixt the Years 1721, and 1732. 
In the firſt ſeparate Article of the Treaty of 
Seville we read theſe Words. 
© Altho* conformably to the Preliminary Ar- 
« ticles it is ſaid, in the fourth Article of the 


Freaty ſigned chis Day, that the Commerce 
of the Engliſh Nation in America ſnould be 
< eſtabliſhed on the Foot of the Treaties and 
Conventions antecedent to the Year One 
„ Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twenty Five, 
I however; for the greater Exactneſs, it is / | 
„ 888 dy the es Article be- 
cc * tween 
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Indies, which was made the 26th Day of 


4 count of unlawful Commerce, and which 


e namely, the Ship Prince Frederick and her 


— 


„The latter Treaty made at Madrid the 14th 


x 
. 8 ' 
. - * 
„„ , 
* 


e 
ee tween their Britannick and Catholick Maje- 
<« ſties, which ſhall have the ſame Force, and 
be under the ſame Guaranty as the Treaty 
« ſigned this Day, that under that general 
« Denomination are comprehended the Trea- 
te ties of Peace and of Commerce, concluded 
e at Utretcht the thirteenth of July and ninth 
« of December, in the Year 1713. in which 
« are compriſed the Treaty of One Thou- 
« ſand Six Hundred and Sixty Seven, made at 
e Madrid, and the Cedulas therein mentioned. 


A 


« of December 1715. as alſo the particular 
& Contract, commonly. called the Aſſiento, 
&« for bringing Negroe Slaves into the Spaniſb 


« March in the faid Year 1713, in Conſe- 
« quence of the 12th Article of the Treaty of 
« Utrecht. „ : 
Here, Sir, we ſee the very ſame Omiſſion; 
and J cannot but think that our Miniſters have 
been impoſed on when they agreed to the ſe- 
cond ſeparate Article; where it is ſaid © That 
« all Ships, Merchandize and Effects, which 
ſhall not have been taken or ſeized on Ac- 


A 


ce ſhall now be proved by authentick Proofs 
« and Documents, to have been ſeized, de- 
« tained, or confiſcated in the Ports of Sparn, 
« either in Europe or in the Indies, and 


c. Cargoe, if they have not been reſtored already, 
. , | : : ; 12 ſhall 
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6 hall be immediately teſtorcd y 
evident, that as the mention 5 the Trea 
of 1670 is here omitted, the Words, which ſhall 
not FE been taken or ſeized on Account of un- 
lawful Commerce, ſubjected all thoſe Ships to 
Confiſcation, in which the Spaniards had 
found S paniſh Specie or Commodities; tho 
there is 3 more clear than that the Bri- 
tiſp Ships: may have both Spaniſ Commodities 
and .Spanifh Specie on Board, and yet not be 


concerned in an illicit Trade. But unleſs we 


have an abſolute Conceſſion from Spain that 
10 Ships ſhall be ſearched ; that no Seizure ſhall 
be made, except when a Ship is found tradin 

in her very-Ports, and this we can fairly claim 
by the Treaty of One Thouſand: Six Hundred 
and Seventy'; I ſay, Sir, unleſs we can obtain 


this of the King of Spain our Merchants can 


have no Safety. Beſides; I never heard 
it ſaid that the Spaniards ever pretended that 
any of the Ships, which they had' at that time 
confiſcated, were ſeized in their Ports or Har- 
bours; if 'this was. not pretended there was 
no Occaſion for ſuch a Clauſe; and no doubt 
our Negotiators might with good Reaſon have 
inſiſted, that in every other Caſe in which a 


Britiſh Ship is ſeized the Captors are guilty 


of Piracy, they might and ought to have in- 
ſiſted, that therefore they ſhould be delivered 
up to Juſtice; and if upon Trial it had been 
found, that they acted from Authority of auß 
Miniſter at the Court = — they ought 

2 7 


[2] 
to have inſiſted that his Catholick Maj jefty 
ſhould have diſowned what his Miniſter did. 
And here I muſt take notice of one very 
remarkable Article, which is the fourceenth of 
the Treaty of 1670. The Words of this Article 
are theſe, 

1 Particular Offences ſhall no way be a 
Prejudice to this Treaty, and cauſe no En- 
ce mities or Diſſentions between the two Na- 
c tions, but every one ſhall anſwer for what 
«© he has done, and be proſecuted for it. 
« Neither ſhall the one have Recourſe to Let- 
*< ters of Repriſal, or any other Methods of 
<« the like Nature, unleſs Juſtice is actually 
< denied, or unreaſonable Delays uſed. in 
« adminiſtring the ſame.” 

By theſe Words the Offender, be his 1 
ever ſo high, was anſwerable to that Nation 
againſt whom the Offence was committed; we 
likewiſe ſee by the larter part of this Article 
that Letters of Repriſal may be granted, and 
other Methods of the like Nature may be 
taken, when Juſtice is either actually denied 


or unreaſonably protracted. Will the beft 


Friend that the Court of Spazn has in this 
Kingdom deny that Juſtice was unreaſonably 
protracted ? Does it not appear from the Me- 


morials of the Spamſh Miniſters themſelves, 


that no Regard was had even to the Cadulas 


diſpatched from the Court of Madrid to their 
Governors in the Woeſt- Indies? Muſt it not 


therefore follow, chat either theſe 
| | a 
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had ſecret Inſtructions from the Crown of 


Spain to act as they did; and in that Caſe, 


there is not the leaſt doubt but that Juſtice 
was actually denied, or that out Miniſters were 


TS ouiky of the greateſt Puſillanimity in not 


requiting the Offenders to be delivered up 
to Juſtice ? Had this been done our Navigation 
and Commerce in the Veſt- Indies had ſoon felt 
the good Effects of our Reſolution ; but as ic 
was not done, as not one Step was made by 
our Negotiators, except preſenting a Number 
of fruitleſs Memorials, to obtain Satisfaction for 
our Loſſes, where is the Wonder if the Spa- 


niards ſhould continue their Depredations, 
fince they could do it with Impunity? It is 
true, that the Diſtance betwixt his Catholick 


Majefty's European and American Dominions is 
ſo great, that it is not to be expected that the 


proper Documents, either of the Breach of- 
Duty in the Spaniſh Governors, or of the Na- 


ture of the Seizures made by them on che 
American Seas, can be tranſmitted ſo ſoon to 


the Court of Madrid as the Impatienee of our 


Sufferers requires. 5 e 
Though this was a very good Argument 


at a Time when the Spanz/h Inſolence was in 
its Dawn, it is a very bad one after two or three 


and twenty Years Continuance. You may your 


ſelf remember that when the Addreſs for a War 


with Spain, in the Year 1718, was 
ed from the Commons to his 
certain Gentleman who bad 


preſent- 
ajety, a 
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Have we not ſerved Spain in every Meaſure 


Friendſhip, we ſo profuſely heaped upon her, 


know a good deal of che Spaniſb Court, and 
who was on the ſame Side of the Queſtion 
with your ſelf, took Occaſion to apologize for 
the Delay of Juſtice from Spain. He ſhewed | 
from the manner in which commercial Affairs 
was treated in Spain, and the variety of Courts 
and Judicatures, through which the requiſite 
Proofs and Documents were to paſs, that it was 
not to be wondered at, if ſome Delays had 
been uſed in anſwering the Demands of our 
Merchants; and his Arguments made ſome 
Impreflion on the Houſe. Bur this would be 
a very odd Piece of Reaſoning at this time. 


that ſhe has ſet on Foot in order to aggrandize 
her ſelf? Have we not granted her, and punc- 
tually fulfilled Treaties the moſt advantageous 
in her Favour? And can any Man ſay that ſhe 
has ſhewed us the leaſt Return of Gratitude ? 
Have not the Obſtacles ſhe threw in the way 
of our Navigation and Commerce riſen in 
Proportion as the Marks of Eſteem and 


increaſed ? And have not theſe Marks of Eſteem 
and Friendſhip increaſed in Proportion as, her 
Ambition extended ; or the Power that ſup- 
ported her lofolence gathered Strength? And 
have we not, for theſe twenty Years paſt, kiſſed 
the Rod that chaſtiſed us, and courted the 
Hand that ſmote us? All this, Sir, is ſo un- 
deniable, that the beſt Friend you have in the 
9 may be defied to prove one Advantage, 

except 


1 [az] 
and 2xcept the Character of forgiving Chi iftians, 


have done to her, or one Article of the Trea- 
ved ties, ſo far as they made for us, that has been 
SY ö fulfilled by Spain. Nor can any Friend of 
pain pretend, chat any one Article in their 
avour has not been punctually fulfilled by us. 

When the Treaty of Seville was made 
it was thought by many to be a bad Treaty, 
even though the Stipulations in our Favour 


believe you have ſome Reaſons for remem- 


rote at that Time, to perſuade the Nation 


NC- Wetter Condition than any we had been in ſince 
OUS he Revolution; tho' the Reaſoning that ſup- 
ſhe Ported this Aſſertion was prov'd, and generally 
de? nought co be very bad, even upon the Sup- 
vay poſition that the Stipulations of that Treaty in 
un our Favour had been faithfully executed. 
and But bow muſt it ſound. to Poſterity, when it 
lex, appears, that even the Terms we got by that 
en reaty were never fulfilled? and . — a Figure 
her nuſt that People make in Hiſtory, who have 
up- erms impoſed upon them, when they are in 
\nd 2 Condition to impoſe them on others, and 
ſſed 7 poſſeſt of Power, are deſtitute of Spitit, to 
the ommand the Obſervance of thoſe very Terms, 
un- Door as they are ! It can never be pretended. 
che that any new Rights remain to be adjuſted , 
ge, Mbetwixt us and the Spaniards. It can never be 
EPL bg | 5 | pretended, 


that we have reapt by all the good Offices we 


had been punctually fulfilled by the Spaniards... 


dering, that ſome remarkable Pamphlets were: 


at we had made a Peace, which put us ina. 


[24] 


pretended, that fince the Treaty of Seville they 


have committed one Species of Inſolence or 
Rapine, that they were not guilty of before 


that Treaty was concluded. Nay, Iam afraid 
many Circumſtances have happened, and thoſe i 
too brought about by our own Counſels and 
our own Armaments, - that may make them 


more regardleſs of their Treaties with us than 
ever: And it is no hard matter to foreſee, that 
Spain by a bare Continuance of her Breach of 
Faith, and we, by renewing our Preparations 
for War, while we truſt to Treaties of Peace, 
may ' ſoon deprive Great Britain even of the 


poor Satisfaction of being able, every Year, to 
ſend out a formidable Fleet, to beg for an un- 


regarded Treaty. 

There is no Occaſion for us to run 90 
far back, as to the Days of Queen Elizabeib and 
Cromwell, to bring Inſtances of the [Britiſh 
Impatience under Injuries that affected her own 
Intereſt and Honour, or thoſe of her Allies; 
we need only take a View of the Conduct of 
the late Reign, during a Period wherein you 
thought it no Diſhonour to own your {elf to 
be à Country Gentleman, in the Face of an 


auguſt Aſſembly. This Period will, I believe, 
be eafily guoſe'd by every Reader, when he re- 
flects, that there was a Period ſince you came 


firſt into the Adminiſtration, when Great Bri- 


tain by one bold, juſt, and neceſſary Blow made 
herſelf formidable to her Enemies, and truſted 
by her Allies; It was a Period, when-the-fruit- 


leſs 


S S. g 08 20 


1 
leſs Solicitations of our Miniſters only for one 
or two Vears were thought by the Miniſtry to 
be a juſt Ground of a War with Spain; and 
when the Commons voted, © That they would 
% vigorouſly aſſiſt and ſupport his Majeſty in 
* the War with the King of Spain, till Spain 
e was reduced to accept of reaſonable Terms 
« of Peace, and to agree to ſuch Conditions of 
«© TRADE and COMMERCE, as this Nation. is 
e juſtly entitled to by their ſeveral Treaties,” 
When an Addreſs in theſe Terms was propoſed, 


| you may remember, that ſeyeral Members, 


who then were and ſtill continue in the Op- 


poſition, were of Opinion, that it was a litile 


unadviſable for us to venture all at once upon 
a War with Spain, till we did our utmoſt to 
procure Satisfaction to our Merchants in an 


amicable Way. But, upon an: Honourable . 


| Gentleman (who is ſince a Noble Lord) de- 
claring, that he had preſented at leaſt five and 
twenty Memorials to the Court of Spain, in 


relation to the Complaint of our Merchants, 
| without any Succels, the Addreſs was voted. "=. 


Here was a Miniſtry and a ' Houſe: of 
Commons who thought «their. Prince's, the 


| Nation's, and their o Honour ſo much en- 


gaged to reſent the Loſs for one or two Years 


ſpent in fruitleſs Solicitations, and the Refuſal 


of five and twenty Memorials of our Miniſters, 


that they voted for a War: What Reſentment 


would ſuch a Miniſtry have ſhewed, had the 


Solicitations been continued, inſtead of one 


Tear 


„5 


[ 26 ] 
Year for one and twenty Years ; and inſtead of 
twenty five, had the Spaniards rejected ſix times 
that Number of Memorials? for I believe no 
fewer have been ineffectually preſented by our 
Miniſters ſince that time. What Reſolutions 
would not ſuch a Houſe of Commons have come 
to, had theſe piratical Practices been continued 
by the Spaniards in Defiance of the moſt ſolemn 
Engagements, and in Breach of the moſt ad- 
vantageous Treaties in their Favours, by us 
punctually fulfilled? And here it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that tho the King of Spain's 
attacking the Emperor in S:c:ly was the Rea- 
ſon why our Court gave Orders to Sir George 
Byng to attack the Spaniſh Fleet, before any 
formal Declaration of War was made on ei- 
ther Part; yet the Security of our Commerce and. 
Navigation, and the procuring Satisfaction for 
our. Merchants, were the Grounds of the Ad- 
dreſs at that time preſented by the Houſe of 
Commons. And it is very remarkable, that 
this Addreſs was in Conſequence of a Meſſage 
ſent by his late Majeſty to the Houſe, in which, 
without taking any Notice of the Affair be- 
twixt the Emperor and Spain, it is ſaid, That 
all his Majeſty's Endeavours, and thoſe of 
(„the molt Chriſtian King, to procure Re- 
*« dreſs of the many Injuries done to the Sub- 
<« jects of Great Britain by the King of Spain, 
e to the unſpeakable Detriment of the Trade 
of theſe Kingdoms, or even to obtain a 
% Diſcontindance of the unjuſt Hoſtilities 
. 4 „carrying 


1 e 
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6 carrying on by chat Crown, having prov'd 
ec jneffectual, his Majeſty had found it neceſ- 
4 ſary to declare War againſt Spain.” Theſe 
Words ſhew us, that the King of Great Britain 
looked upon the Violences committed upon his 
trading Subjects as a Breach of the Treaties 
ſubſiſting betwixt the two Crowns, and an ac- 
tual Commencement of Hoſtilities on the Part 
of Spain. And if the vigorous Conduct of 
Great Britain at that Time has been fince at- 
tended with Conſequences no Way for her In- 
tereſt, it muſt be owing to a Change of Mea- 
ſures introduced * a ae Paine 
tion. 

Such were the Palicicks: and ſuch was *& 
Conduct of a Period wherein you was a 
 CounTRy GENTLEMAN ; and tho? there is 


no Occaſion to conſider how well we have act- 


ed up to theſe Maxims ſince you came to be 
a FIRST MINISTER, yet it may not be amiſs 
to take a View of forke of the good Effects 
that the late Pacific Meaſures we have enter d 
into with Spain muſt hilye pon che Navigas 
tion and Trade of Great Britain. 9 

One of the moſt plauſible Arguments 15000 
yet heard advanced in Defenſe af our Conduct, 


is, that in caſe we had enter d into a War, bur | 


Trade might have run into other Channels, 
from which it would have been difficulty” i 
not impoſſible, to have diverted it into irs old 
Courſe, even on the Concluſion of the : moſt 
advantageous Peace. I ſfall not at preſent 
ie * Ra enter 
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1 
enter into any Diſcuſſion how well this Argu: 
ment is founded, but ſhall beg Leave to con- 


ſider how well this Inconveniency has been 


obviated by the Convention: lately concluded 


with Spain. In the firſt place, fo far as oc- | 
curs to me from the Peruſal of the Conven- 
tion, the Crown of Spain has no otherwiſe 


diſavowed the late unjuſtifiable Captures and 
Barbarities of her Subjects upon the Britiſb 


Merchants and Sailors, than by a Stipulation 


that the Proceedings of the Plenipotentiaries, 


who are to meet for regulating the Grievances, 


ſhall be according to the preceding Treaties 
now in Force betwixt the contracting Powers. 


Really, Sir, as I hinted before, this is to me a 
very unintelligible Stipulation. If, as the Par- 
liament has declared, the Rights of our Navi- 
gation and Commerce, as founded on theſe 
Treaties, are juſt and undoubted, what is to be 
regulated? For I believe the Spaniards theme - 
ſelves cannot pretend, that one of the Captures | 


they have made was conſiſtent with the Senſe 


in which the Byitiſb Parliament underſtood theſe 
Treaties; and if there is any Doubt, if a Britiſo 
Parliament was miſtaken in the Conſtruction 


of Treaties upon which the Rights of Britiſp 
Subjects are founded, I ſhould be glad to know 


what Security our Merchants are to have in 
carrying on their Commerce to America during 
the eight Months allowed to the Plenipotentia- 


ries for Swing che Torn. 


| 1 imagine, * 


— 

I imagine that during that Time People 
will be much more backward in hazarding 
their Effects betwixt one Part of America and 
another, or betwixt America and Britain, than 
Frhey were before this Convention was ſigned. 
And the Reaſon is plain: Before the Conven- 
ion was ſigned, it was the general and the firm 
Opinion both of the Parliament and the People, 

that all the Captures made by the Spantards 
were unlawful, and that the Sufferers would be 

amply indemnified, or their Injuries ſeverely re- 
enged. This Notion gave them ſome Encou- 
agement to proſecute that Trade with all the 
Diſadvantages it then labour'd under. But 
who amongſt them will now be ſo bold, as to 
iſque his Intereſt, when he is not ſure but 
hat the moſt cautious, the moſt inoffenſive 
lethod in which he can proceed, may make 
us Perſon liable to Impriſonment, and his 
oods to Confiſcation? The Spaniards cannot 
ow have the leaſt Check upon their Inſolencs 


many Inſtances of both, they go all to the ſame 
Account. They find, that hitherto they haue 
ad no Reaſon to repent, and why are they. 
to fear it for the future? Happen what will. 
ſay they, we are ſafe at leaſt for. theſe eight 
onths, and at the End of theſe, if it ſhall be: 
ound that we bave acted amiſs, it is but ſetting: 
on foot a new Negotiation, and refunding about 
Five per Cent. of our Plunder, and all is well; 
and it ſhall coſt Great Britain ten times that Sum 
before ſhe recovers even that, This 


and Rapine; for let them commit ever ſo 


1 
This is the Manner in which the Spaniards 
will reaſon, and this is the Manner in which 
it is plain they have reaſoned all along; and is 
a natural Way of Reaſoning in a People, who 
can with Impunity, nay, with Advantage, gra- 
tify their hereditary Averſion to another. They 
hs reconcile their Interęſt to their Revenge, 
and their Revenge to their Religion. In the 
mean time what Sentiments mult ariſe in every 
honeſt Britiſh Heart, ſubjected to all the Miſes 
ric; of War, when over-power'd; and, when 
Maſters, obliged to proceed with all the Civis 
lities of Peace! And, what muſt add to their 
Indignation, is, that theſe Miſeries are inflicted 
by Orders of a Prince, whoſe Subjects were 
formerly really as much inferior to ours in the 
Field, as his Miniſters now vainly flatter them. 
ſelves they excel ours in the Cabinet. MM 
Blut left theſe Suppoſitions and Reaſoning 

ſhould be looked upon as Invectives rather 
than Arguments, I ſhall beg leave only to put 
you in mind of the Contents of the ſecond ſe- 
parate Article of the late Convention. We there 
ſee the Capture of a Britiſß Ship by the Spa» 
uiards left to the Deciſion of the Plenipoten 
tiaries, tho' ſhe was in a fair Trade, and al- 
lowed to be failing from one of her own 
Tflands. She is indeed order'd to be reſtor'd, 
but on what Condition? That the Owners of 
the Ship give Security to Don Thomas Gera. 
dino to abide by what ſhall be decided there- 

upon by the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries. What 


pr 1 
are theſs Minifters to decide upon ? Are they 
o decide, that a "my in a fair way of Trade, 


nd is Wailing from one our own Settlements, 
who not pretended to be within Sight of one of 
gra- Fheirs, andloaden with our o＋]n Commodities, 
Theyf 8, or is not, a lawful Capture? With equal 
enge Fuſtice it might have been referr'd to the De- 
rhe ion of theſe Plenipotentiaries, whether it is 
very lawful in the Spaniardi to ſeize a Ship in the 
Miſe Mouth of the Thames, failing from the Pore 
hen f London, and with a Clearance from our 
CiviaCoſtom-houſe. What Merchant, after this, 1.2 
their ill chink himſelf ſafe in any Latitude on the 
licted American Seas from the Violences of aGuorde 
were Coſta, ſuperior in Strength to that of his own 
1 the Veſſel? Can any Inſtance te given of à Ship 
hem ich more vnexceptionable Circumſtances at- 


ending her Navigation? Or can your beſt 
Triend point out one Reaſon why ſuch a Ship 
becomes a doubtful Capture, except, that ſhe 

delonged to Britain, a? was failing in * 

imerican Seas; * i 
Here, Sir, I am awart it u may be obj 
here is nothing more ſti 


pulated by this Antic 
le, than that before the Ship, or its Value, is 
eſtored, the Owners ſhall give Satisfaction to 
ſuſtain the Price which the Miniſters Plenipo- 
tentiaries ſhall put on that Ship and her Cargs; 
to be a full and an adequate Satisfaction for 
the Capture. But the very Words of the Ar- 
ticle ſufficiently anſwer this Objection. If the 
wah and her Cargo 1 is ſpecifically to be I 
re 
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[32] 
there is then no room for any Arbitrators or 
Jud ges; and if the Value is to be reſtored, we 
nd by the latter part of the Article, chat Re- 
ſtitution ſhall be made, not upon the Deciſion 
of the Plenipotentiaries, but according to the 


Senſe of Treaties; but the Plenipotentiaries are 


in the mean time to be Judges of the Senſe of 
theſe Treaties. So that the plain Engliſh of 
the whole is, that the 9 — ſhall 


be Judges, whether or not the Treaties ante- 


cedent to che 1oth. of Decemb. 1737. allow a 
Britiſh Ship to be confiſcable, tho it is agreed 


on all hands, that ſhe was failing from one of 
our own. Settlements. This, Sir, I ſay is the 


Conſtruction which your Enemies will make of 


this Article; tho'I am perſuaded it muſt have 
Jars other Meaning, tho' I own my ſelf to be 


ſo dull that I cannot find it our. 
There are other Circumſtances attending 


this Convention, that ſeem to lay our Mer- 
chants under inextricable Perplexities in their 


Trade to their Settlements in America. 


It has been ſaid, that the King of Spain by 
paying 95000 Poun has, in effect, net 
the piratical Proceedings of his Subjects, that 

gave Prile to the Differences betwixt the two 

Crowns. It is indeed mentioned in the Con- 
vention, that this is a Balance due to the 

Crown and Subjects of Great Britain, after 

Deduction made of the Demands of the Crown 

and Subjects of Spain. But it ſeems a little 

unreaſonable, , that the Claim of one Crown 
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Judge. by chis Con yentigng t 


N 4 33 = 
upon another ſhould. be fatisfied out of che 
Effects of private Perſons. It ſeems. copay 
unreafonable, : that: if any of the Subjects; of 
Britain have robbd or plunder'd the Subj 
of Spain, the Parry 100 d ſhould be. & 


nified out of the Effects af Perſons no * 
acceſſary to the Robbery, and a "_ having 5 


in the Plunder. n Pr Dy * 
I che ſtipulated Sum is in full "of; allihe 
Loſſes we have ſuſtained, or if the DeduQih 


that has been made is but a, Triſle, agother, 5 4 | \ 
and a ftill a greater, Didiculgy: occurs is 
certain that the Loſſes our Merchants have ; 


double 
Sum: Therefore it followe, that the 9880 


ſuſtained amount to more 


Pounds is to indemnify only thoſe Merchants 8 


who were robbed while they wers in a flir 
way of Tra ie. Now, Sir, as it is not ſpesi- 
a —— any publick Act, What is, or what we 
Winken Ne how U our Merchants, f 


een VO An 1 che 
100 mY or "Hep 1396 k they; are to 
res which 
they think to be moſt 8 may be legal, 
n 2 — wan foo 8 


IB 


EY 


able Circumſtance is concurred for the Suffers 
ers, is admitted to be doubrful. 
From what has been faid I think f it © fully a ap- 
pears, that there muſt be a very great Stag- 
nation of our* American Trade during thefe 
eight Months, and that this Stagnation may as 
readily force it to run into other Channels, as if 
the ſame Inconvenieney were occafioned by 4 
War; but with this Difference, that it is poſ- 
ſible, by an advantageous Treaty after a ſuc- 
ceſsful War, to retrieve the Loſſes we may 
ſuſtain ; but if we ſuſtain theſe Loſſes during 4 
Time of Peace, and in Conſequence of 'the 
Methods we purſue to preyent them, we have 
then nothing to cruſt to but a Miracle. 155 = 
Here I am glad of having a fair Op- 
portunity of anſwering and refuting one Ca- 
now that has been induſtriouſly propagated 
by the Enemies'of your Meaſures, They have 
inſinuated, as if the Article of the Spaniſh Ac 
count which has been admitted by us, was the 
1 Payment for the Ships taken by Sir George B 7 
iin the Year 1518, and which by the Treaty con- 
| = eluded at Madrid in 172 1 we were obliged” to 
reſtore to Spain. In order to undeceive the 
World in this Particular, I ſhall by one Quo- 
tation from a celebrated F- Pamphlet, which | 
is faid to be wrote by you, or at lealt by 
Four Direction, make it appear, that 15 Was | 
, a 802 Opinion,” that 57 Claic of the avon 
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niards was unjuſt and groundiefe. And as che 


Publick has no Reaſon to preſume that du 
have alter d your Sentiments on this Head, I 
hope it will Won ihe Mouth of Calumny itſelf. 


In Pag. 21. of that Pamphlet we read as fol- 


„ Bur before 1 leave this Article (viz, the: 
firſt, ſeparate Article of the Treaty, of Seville) 


] muſt take Notice of that Part of it which 
« relates to the Claim his Catholick Majeſty. 
« may have to Recompence for the Spaniſh 
Ships of War, which were caken in the Me- 
« diterranean in the Year 1718. By the Treaty 
« of 1721 it was agreed, that thole Ships 
< ſhould be reſtor d, Gr, in caſe of their Being 
e fold, the Valye of them paid in Money to 
che King of Spain. As therefore the Ring 
« of Spain had agreed, by the firſt Artieſe 
<« this Treaty, to a Confirmation of the Treaty: 
e of 1721, and had conſequently acknowledg d 
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* ſaid Men of War then lay, to demand the 
KReſtitution of them, and chat they were 
really at that Time offerd to thoſe Commiſ- . 
Aer, but refuſed by them on account of 
their being! in a decay d condition, and unfit 
for Service, and were upon that Refuſal 
drawn out of the Harbour by Order of the 


Governor, and ſunk in the main Sea. This 


was what was alledged on our Parr when 
the preſent Treaty was negotiating ; but as 
the King of Spain {till infiſted upon his 
Right to the Reſtitution of the faid Ships, 
though he was contented to refer that Pre- 
tenſion to the Diſcuſſion of Commiſſaries, 1 
would fain know upon what Grounds, and 
by what Rule of Juſtice, his Majeſty could 
haye refuſed to comply with this Requeſt, 
ſince it is notorious, that the Ships to which 
Spain was intitled by the fifth Article of the 
Treaty of 1721 were never actually reftord; 
and bis Catholick Majeſty has at leaft aRight A 


4 to have the Reaſons why they were not re- 
„ fſtered examin'd into "And there was the 
( lefs Pretence for declining this Diſcuſſion, 


« becuſe we were ſure it would upon Exa- 
& mination appear, That it was the Fault of 
ce the Spaniards only, that thoſe Ships were not I 
put into tbeir Poſſeſſion.” #8 
--This is, I believe, a very Juſt Sion of the 


Caſe betwixt Great- Britain and Spain, with = 
regard to the Spaniſh: Claim for the Ships ta 


1 and no body who reads it fl : 


will 


. 
will immeRiacely Fs of this Adiffor's Pan: 
that the Claim is unjuſt, even ſuppoſing. 
we had no Cdunterclaim to make upon 


Injuſtice obliged” us to be at f ih defendig 
hraltar, and fitting our two or three large Sqa 

drons. Beſides, Sir, I ſhould be” ſorry. if the 
beſt Reafon! for our entering! into i# in 
the“ Feat 1718, which was to humble 6 
Power of Spain by Sea, bad been fruſt 
dy ir reſtoring thoſe Ships s that ſupportes 


. Fear nnereſt of Britain thut it was the 
ot put into their PollefMion. 17 8 15 1 

Hlaeing thus taken the Liberty to Ca, 
nine into the Effects, which this onyention 
wſt have upon our American Trade, and bke- 
vite obviated” an Inſinuation that gave our 
driends great Uneaſineſs; 1 ſhall naw beg 
b take a View of ſome Deficieticies which 


—_ 0 


Ire and Tenor of this Canyention. - 


onvention nothing nas been done that can 
ive our Merchants the leaſt Satisfaction, with 
Regard to the future Regulatioh gf their Com- 
erce, and that they are * the} me, if not 
n's worſe Situation now, as whey the $ 
Inſolence was in its Height and Fury. There is 
or, ſay they, one Expre 

che "Spaniards from committing the 


by the great Expehces which i bree Ye | 


1 a 
And 1 think 1 Was extremely 3 5 
of the Spaniards alone, that Aol r 80 . 


1 


cave 


oh In it that tyes.o 
at ra * 


nemies pretend to find, both as to the a = x 


In rhe firſt Place, they inhft, that by his. « 
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Miniſters, who have negotiated at the Court of 


© 


edations again, nor. is there one Caſe ſpecified I - 
in which it ie lawful for vs to, trade, even, tg 
our own Settlements in Auris; fo chat in 
Effect it may he properly called, 4 Prelims- 
nary Stipulation. betwixt two Growns, to agree; | 
. 666% 4 |. Ba oy -- ae 11 
if their Miniſters don F fall ut. 3 


Y N x» * * 
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In the next Place, theſe Gentlemen jnſiff 
than 


that we are in a much worſe Caſe now 

7 75 T £73 EA | n ._4+:23% 

we were in at the Concluſion of the Treaty, of 

Seville. Whep that Treaty was concluded, a 
great many Points were referred to Commiſſag 
ries, but then theſe Commiſſaries were to give 
$2 74 WES SG > T4300 «ig 6%. © my © * 

in their Report againſt a limited Tim ang 


14 411 


their Deciſion was to have no Effect till com 


predations a 


municated and ratified by their nee N 
Thus a Door was, open to rectify any falſe ver 
Steps they might take, and we had ſtill che... 


Wiſdom of his Majeſty and the Miniſtry tc 
truſt to. Whereas, by this Convention the 


Plenipotentiaries, who by their 7 Powers may 
if they dare yield them up. If this ſhould. be 
the Caſe, it would be but a poor Satisfaction 

for the Nation to be revenged on the Plenipo- 
tentiaries, or the Miniſters who gave them 
their Inſtructions. „ 1 


What adds to the Apprehenſions of many 
that ſome fatal Conceſſion of this Kind may be 
made, is, that it does not appear, that our 


Spain, have perfectly underſtood, ſo much of 
the Rights of Navigation and Commerce, as 
„ +" ""M founded 


STLOTTE © © 


— 


Ne 
1 


neg Toad on "Treaties, as to put die Differences 
* betwixt us and Spain in a clear Light at that 


ill _. ul. 


oY Court. If they had, give. me leave to Fi 


whether there is a Poſlibiliry that the Penton 
could have fallen on one Shift, one 

to elude the Conſequences that muſt follow 1 a — 
on ſuch a Repreſentation But if chey have 5 , 
let me aſk you again, whether the Spanzards 4 
had not ſufficient Reaſon for what t ey. did, | 
on a Suppoſition that the Treaty of one "The - 
ſand Six Hundred and Sixty Seven, except 1 
think in one Article, regarded only the "rh: 
pean Trade, as char of One Thoufand Six 
Hundred and Seventy did the American ? Up 
this Suppan Spaniſh Mini reaſoned 
very artfully ; chey picked our all | che Articles 
hat Fea themſelves in the latter Treaty, 
hey denied us the Privilege of bringing any . 
one Article of the former Treaty in our Favour, 
and thereby made very juſt Concluſions for their 7 
dwn Intereſts. But, Sir, it is not a Two- 3 
Penny Matter to Britain when the Queſtion\is _ = 
about her American Commerce, if there hl 
nevet been any other Tach, made with Spain 1 
beſides that of 1670. Had out Negotiators >," 8 
ſufficiently underſtood the Intereſt of Bu, 26 
they would never have ſuffered-themſelves; to * 
ave: been diverted from this plain Point, No EE 
| Search becauſe. uo Trade, by am Ubicane of the 


Spaniurds, or by any . OY, e . n 6 8 
advance from other 8 FE TOR 3 0 
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There i is another very diſagreeable Cucum- 
Aer attending this Convention, which, is, 
that there is no. Regulation made of the in- 
tolerable Abuſes which the Spamards have in- 
We in the Hroceſſes of Conſiſcation, when 

e Briuiſb Subject is the Plantf. Wühgut a | 
Reale of this Kind, it is: impollible hat | 
the moſt advantageous Treaty in our Favqur on 
the Foot of this Convention ſhould be effectual. 
This Apprehenſiom is the better "Nach wi 

ſhips 


when we reflect on the numberlets 
Which our Merchants, in Conſequence of che 


fixth Article of che Treaty of Seville, were ſub- 


| jected o, by ſoliciting 5 reſpective Claims 


at the Court; of Spain, where, Juſtice, is. to. bg 
10 poſed... to be more impartially and readily 
iniſtered,; than it is at any inferior Judica- 
ture in = Spaniſh Dominions. T dl. 1s, an 
Inconveniency foreſeen by the Lords, abe 
teſted, gant the, Freat 5 Seville, one of, the 
nt, being as follows z 


« | igation on our Merehant 


4 male Pr — 7 9 98 of their 


10 for — Loſſes, at the Court of Spain; 1 1 

<< qur Opinion, am Flardſhip. upon them, 

«. ways honauzable for the Nation; 8 

1 pet ſuaded thoſe ynfoctumate. Gentlemen will 

« undertakg * thaybleſome, and expenfive 4 
«. Journey wich. eſs Chearfulneſs, becauſs they 


„ May fear their Claims agg likely, to.be.coun- 


« ter- balanced by. ther from. the Paniards « | 
„e and after all, they have * the flender 


Stu bi 1 


* 


b 
te Comfort of hoping (if they think there is 
<« even any Room for them to hope) to get 
ce that Redreſs: by Commiſſaries, which they 
have not hitherto been able to obtain by 
* Plenipotentiaries. 

How exactly this Prediction [EA been. Tale 
filled, the bleeding State of our Commerce,, 
and the repeated Inſults we ſtill receive from. 
Spain, are ſufficient Proofs... a7 

There is another Circumſtance in this Con. 
ention that creates Speculations and Suſpicions.. 
no way favourable to our .pactfick Meaſures; 
ind that is, the Time allowed to the Plenipos 
entiaries for finiſhing their Negotiation. This 
Objection is founded on the Effects which a 
ike Stipulation in the Treaty of Seville had; 
nd on an Obſervation that that Court has never 
onſented to any Article of this Kind, but with. 

View of advancing her own. Intereſt, while 
he Negotiation was carrying on. Any one 
ho reflects on what happened after ſigning 
e Preliminary Articles in the Year 1728, 
nd ſigning the Treaty of Seville, muſt be ſens 
ble of the Truth of this Obſervation. In the 


Prandeur of Don Carlos was immediately exe- 
uted, while all the Stipulations f that Treaty 
favour of Great Britain were poſtponed; ob- 


ure, we have had Information by AuTH0- 

rv, that a Match is actually concluded be⸗ 

wirt a . of France and a Son of n 
| F 
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atter Inſtance, the Plan of all the ſucceeding © 


ted to, and fruſtrated. | In the preſent Junc- 


wet 
7 we Sh, — — — 


. weakens its oppoſite. 


Convention; which is, 7hat the whole: Proceed- 
ings of the Plenipotentiaries ſhall be according 10 


1716 ; this, I ſay, would have carried a very 


it not been unluckily obſerved, that 2 
CE 


ſurance is given in the fourth Article of t 


Foot of the Treaties and Conventions ante- 
* cedent to the Year One ' Thouſand Seven 


To} - 

we have other Advices, tho not ſo well ground- 

ed, yet too probable, that a double Marriage 
is on Foot; and that the Dauphin of France is 


to be married to a Daughter of Spain. What 
Miſchiefs may not theſe projected Intermar- 
riages be pregnant with? And what a formi- 
dable Appearance muſt they not have to the 
Quiet of Britain and the Intereſt of Europe? 
An ambitious, cunning, intriguing Woman influ- 
encing the Sppniſh, a cool, wiſe, provident Mi. 
niſter directing the French Counſels, and all 
theſe Characters ſo blended that every Quality 
rather corrects and ſtrengthens than damps or 

I now come to conſider a Point, that at 
firſt Sight ſeems to be very favourable for this 


the Treaties of the Years 1667, 1670, 1713, 
1716, 1721, 1728; and 1729, including that 
of: the Aſſiento of Negroes, and the Convention of 


favourable Appearance for the Convention, had 


3 


Treaty of Seville, which contains theſe Words: 
It having been agreed by the Preliminary 
“ Articles, that the Commerce of the Exist 
«© and French Nations, as well in Europe as in 


© the Indies, ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed on the 


A 


4 | ce Hun- 


* 


1 43 5 Fo 
| <6 n * Five, and particulirly, 
e that the Commerce of the Exgliſb Nation in 


« it is agreed by the preſent Article, that all 
= < neceſſary 3 ſhall be diſpatched on both 
> the Sides, without any Delay, if they have not 
rope 7 Bf © been ſent already, as well for the Execution 
nflu- / the ſaid Treaties ꝙ Commerce, as for ſup- 
Mi-. © plying what may be wanting for the entire 
d all Re- eſtabliſhment of Commerce, on the Foot 
ality of the ſaid Treaties and Conventions. 
9s or Now it being notorious that either this Arti- 


La 


cle was not complied with, or that the S. 


at at 1274s underſtand theſe Treaties in a quite dif- 


this ferent Senſe from what we do, is there not 
great Reaſon to fear a like Omiſſion, or a like 

iſunderſtanding, ſhould happen ii in the pre- 
ſent Caſe; eſpecially, as 3 is in a much 


better Condition now, than ſhe was in at the 


unleſs, previous to chat Stipulation, the Mean- 


abſolutely determined. But if there ſhould be 
a Spaniſh SENSE and an Engliſh, Skxsꝝ of the 
ſame Treaties, I am ata Loſs to know how 
theſe. are to be determined; therefore I think 
it would have been extremely convenient to 


* in Caſe they ſhould be equally divided in 
F 2 


6e America ſhould. be A 8 as heretofore ; 


Time when the Treaty of Seville was con- 
cluded? Therefore a Sti pulation that the Pro- 
| ceedings of the Plenipheontiahjes ſhall be actorg- 
ing to theſe Treaties maſt be very ineffectual, 


ing of theſe Treaties had been agreed to and | | 


have had an odd Number of Plenipotentiaries, 
their 


1 
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. 
their Opinions there ſhould be a cating Vote; tic 
otherwiſe there may be new Plenipotentiaries tu 
appointed for reconciling the Differences of | 
Opinion among thoſe e by chis Con- T 
vention. it, 

But chere is one grand Copfidivarion: that E 
takes Place in this Propoſal, and that is, of Ot 
what Nation ſhall this fifth Plenipotentiary be? 


n 
Really, I think it would be hard if he were a y 
Spaniard, and poſſibly the Spaniards may object Wh 8 
to his being an Engliſbman; therefore I ſhould fe 
be humbly of Opinion that it would be very 
proper that he were of neither Nation, but a d 
Frenchman or Neapolitan; but I am rather in- * 
clined for the former, becauſe that People c 


have lately got an excellent Knack at matti 
up Differences; and are poſſeſſed both of Difinter- 
2 to recommend their Mediation, and of 
Power to ſupport their Deciſian. 1 ſhall con- 
clude theſe Obſervations with one general 
Conſideration. Before this Convention was 
| r it was much talked of, and the 
World was much divided in their Opinions 
about it. Some ſaid that it was expreſly ſtipulat- 
cd that 0 Search ſhall be allowed on the open Seas; 
others were of Opinion that this Article had re- 
ceived certain Qualifications, but every Body 
thought that ſomewhat was certainly done in 
this 1 W ee Article. They were the rather 
inclined to fuppoſe this, becauſe it * 
bd * r abe of Parliament that a 2410 
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ote, ab of that Kind was a Ane qua n of any fu- 
ries ture Negotiation with Spain. | 

of The Convention - appears in Print By A- 
on- THORITY, no ſuch Stipulation is contained in 


ir, and no Regulation laid down for the future 
one Article in it in favour of Britain, that Was 
nor ſtipulated by the ineffectual and diſregarded 
Treaty of Seville. There is indeed @ ſtipulated 


for the unlawful Captures made by. Spain. 


very But no more is done by this than What was 
ut a done by the fifth Article of the Treaty of Se- 
in- ville; nor indeed ſo much; for by that Arti- 


Exerciſe of our American Commerce; nor any 


Sum to be paid for indemnifying our Me chants 


ople cle his Catholick Majeſty not only enhgages 0 
king ce Reparation to be forthwith mage for Da- 
ter- ¶nages, but to publiſh the moſt. rigorous Pruhibiti- 

d of ons for preventing the like Violences on the part of 
con- his Subjects. The Queſtion therefore Io na- 
eral turally occurs upon this Conſideration," is, 
was what worſe Terms could we. have had before | 
the the fitting out of a Fleet, which coſt the Nation 
nons about Five Hundred and Twenty Thouſand .. 
llat- Pounds. It would be Preſumption in me ob 
Seas; give any Anſwer to this Queſtion; but I make | 
d re- no doubt but 4 proper Anſwer will be given | 
Body at a proper Time, and in a proper Place. 

e in The only Conſideration, which I ſhall now - 
ther take the Liberty to trouble you with, thall 
ared regard. a Paper handed about for ſome Days, 
jula- and faid to contain a Proteſt tranſmitted by the 
tion Fung of Spain's Miniſter to our Miniſters here, 8 


and ; 


WY FART 
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JJ 
and by them communicated to the South-Sea 
Company. „ en 

As this Paper was not publiſhed by Authority, 

I ſhall not take ic for granted that it is genuine, 
and ſhall only offer a few Arguments why I 
conceive it ta be ſpurious, and publiſhed only 
with a View to render the Meaſures of the 
Miniſtry more odious, for accepting a Peace 
clogged with ſych a Demand, and ſubjected 

to ſuch Reſtrictions as that Paper contains. 
In the firſt Place, if the Spaniards had made 
a Demand of 65, ooo Pounds, it is more than 
probable their Claim muſt have been coun- 
terbalanced by a much larger Debt, to which 
this Nation and that Company is intitled from 
Spain. If any Credit is to be given to com- 
mon Report, the Company has a larger Claim 
upon his Catholick Majeſty, allow d even by: 
himſelf to be juſt; and if we are to judge 
from their own Repreſentations of Facts, they 
have been treated in a moſt ſcandalous Manner 
by: that Court. Not only the moſt trifling 
and unreaſonable Objections have been raiſed 
_ againſt their carrying on that Trade at all, at 
leaſt againſt the Poſſibility of their carrying it 
on without loſs to themſelves, but the King 
of Spain has ſtill in his own Hands near 
400, oool. of their Effects ſeized in the Years 
1718 and 1727, and the Account ſtated, ba- 
lanced and verified by his own Officers. 

Amongſt the Debts that may be juſtly claim- 
ed by the Nation, we may reckon the following. 
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About.21 or 22 Years ago his Majeſty referr'd 
the Examination of Our Right to. Campeachy, 


and to cut Logwood in the Bay of Honduras, 


to the , Lords Commiſſioners of Trade . 
Plantations, who gave as their Report, that our 


that Report they likewiſe mentioned, chat in 


the Year 1715, 5863 Tons of Logwood were 


imported into the Port of London, which by a 


Right to both was clear and undoubted. In 


proportionable Calculation, London being ac- 


counted a Third of the Nation's Trade, a- 
mounts to 17589 Tons per Am. The ſmalleſt 


Account we have of the Damage we ſuſtain'd 


at that time mentions upwards. of 4% Ships 


then taken; other and more authentick A- 


counts make them 62 ; and few of theſe under 


150, ſome upwards of 350 Tons Burthen. We 


ſhall ſuppoſe that each at a Medium was 150 
Tons Burthen, and 62 taken, this amounts to 


9300 Ton. We will ſuppoſe the Value of che 


Ships to be 7 J. per Ton + This amounts exactly 5 
to the Sum demanded by this pretended H 


from the South-Sea Company, viz. 65000 I, But 
this is only the Neat Damage our private Mer- 


chants ſuſtained in their Shipping, and is Hurt 
a Trifle to what the Nation ſuſtained in her 

Trade, and the Crown in its Revenue, by this 
That Damage, if calculated and 


Injury. 

brought down to this Time, cannot amount 

to leſs than Five Millions of Monex. 
The next juſt Claim that Great Britain has 
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I believe it will 1 not be 


ſending Gibraltar. 
denied by any Engliſbman, that the $ 
had leſs Prog from us to beſiege 


ards 
G1-. 


braltar, than we had from them when we at- N | 
tacked them in 1718: Vet by Treaty we obli- 


ged ourſelves to. reſtore to them the Ships 
they loſt there, and, if they were not reſtored, 
it * une owing to chemſelves. . 
1 q * Sir, are the Coufiderarions I 3 to 
roubꝭ you with on this Occaſion, and muſt 
Þeg lei ye to conclude with an admirable Sen- 


tence © the Author from whom 1 borrow'd ö 
Belli ge- 


y Mes: Que cauſa juſtior eſt 
Lendi, quam ſervitutis bull in qua, etiamfi 
non fit moleſtus dominus, tamen eſt miſerrimum 
poſe, h . LE Ci :CERO. 


* 


I am, S1 R, 


Vours, &c, 
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SIX, 


T HE foregoing Letter n been 1. e e 
at a Time when the Author could r on 


upon no Facts nor Circumſtances relating the 


— Convention with Spain, but as they a pear 


upon the Face of the Convention itſelf, a Pub- : 


liſhed by Authority, he again begs lea to in- 
terrupt the precious Minutes of Eaſ., which 
you purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence, by adding 
ſome Obſ., vations. upon the ſame Subject, 


from Facts which have ſince appeared, and 


therefore at that Time he could not have in 
his Eye. 1 

In the. firſt Place, i certain that the 
Quacks in Politics on this Occaſion have y 
laudably imitated the Quacks in Phy/ick.. They 


have endeavoured to make the People belieys. 
that the beſt and ſureſt Signs of Health they * 

poſſeſs are Symptoms of an inveterate Diſeals - 
and a crazy Conſtitution. They have handed 


about their Bills in all Corners, No Cure nd 


Money, . and Advice gratis ; they, charitably; ©; 


tender their Preſcriptions, and in pure good 
Nature let us know that their Remedy is in- 
fallible. What Succeſs theſe. Gentlemen have 


Jet had, hs not but from certain Diſpo- 
GO.” Hrions | 


1 


\ 
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ao 
ſitions I obſerve in the People, 
of regular Phyſicians, who will preſcribe no- 
thing but what they are ſure is for their 


In one of theſe miniſterial Hand Bills, the 


Author is very. angry with the Poſition upon 


which a great deal of the reaſoning in the 


foregoing Pages is built. He is of Opinion 
that our Neighbours would not at all be diſ- 
pleaſed if the Rights of our American Com- 


merce and Navigation were abridged by the 
Power of Spain; I believe ſo as well as he does; 
I believe both France and Holland would be 


well pleaſed to ſee them reduced within very 
narrow Bounds.. But the Author ſeems. to be 
entirely ignorant of one of the firſt Maxims of 


Civil Society; which is, that all Rights are 
derived to Nations, either from the Law of 


Nations or poſitive Stipulations betwixt the 


Parties. The Law of Nations is common, 
at leaſt to all civilized Nations, but poſitive 


Stipulations have regard only to the contracti 


Parties. Therefore whatever violates the firſt 


muſt affect all Nations who acknow! 


betwixt us and Spain, but upon what is much 
ſtronger, a. Stipulation that is negative, and 
impoſſible to be miſtaken, confirming and te- 
ſerving to each Nation the Exetciſe and the 
 Enjoymeatof . 


ther inclined to truſt themſelves in the Hands 


ftect ledge this 
Law. Now the Rights of the Britiſb Navi- 
gation to America are built upon no Stipulation 


by the Law of Nations, they are entitled to in 
America. The common Offices of Humanity 
however are to be adminiſtered to the Subject 
of each Nation to thoſe of the other Whenever 
their Exigencies require them. This is the 
true State of the Commerce of Britain and 
Spain, as to the general Rights of Commerce 
in America. This is likewiſe. the Situation of 
the Trade of all Nations in Europe with one 
another there. * un . d / 
if we keep by our Rights as poſſeſſed by the 
Law of Nations and confirmed by this nega- 


tive Stipulation, how it is poſlible that Spain 


can injure us, or how we can injure Spain 
without doing it upon. Principles that violate 


the Law of Nations, and ſubvert the firſt Prin- 


ciples both of Equity and Society. xt. 
and all whom 1 have either known or heard 
ſpeak upon this Subject, lies under, is in ft 


But the great Prejudice whic 


diſcerning the Difference betwixt publick Wel- 


- 


fare and private Gain, and in reaſoning" from © = 
a Suppoſition that the firft i always promoted” - 


by che latter. Whereas, thete isnothing more. 
evident than that in many Caſes," and more e. 


pecially in the Caſe I am now conſidering, the 


Incereſt not of our Government only, but ee 
whole $5.6 may be weakened” by the Me- 
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X ved to enrich any particular Set of. | 
Men amongſt that People. The Crown of 
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Practices of our Smugglers, nor of their Go- 


vernors on theſe Coaſts are of any real Service, 
but rather detriment, to the mutual Advan- 


tage of both Monarchies. They, by allowing 
too great a Latitude of Power to their Gover- 
nors, give, them an Opportunity, whenever 
they find it for their own private Intereſt; to 
encourage our Smugglers, in Prejudice of their 
publick. And ſhould our Government encou- 


rage our Smugglers, it diverts many of the 
Advantages ariſing from Trade into Channels 


that are entirely ſeparated from the general In- 
tereſt of the Nation, nay direct tend to ruin 
them. 


This being, as I humbly preſume, ſo * a 


true State of the Queſtion betwixt us and Spain, 
it muſt give every honeſt Heart a ſenſible Plea- 
ſure to find that in the laſt Addreſs preſented 
to his Majeſty from the higheſt Judicature in 


this Kingdom, that auguſt Body have fo well 
underſtood his Majeſty's Intentions, as to be 


perſuaded, that in the Treaty now on foot with 
Spain, no Alteration is to be made in the 
Rights of his Majeſty's trading Subjects, or in 
— Words, that o Search, but in the Ports 

and Harbours belopging to Spain, ſhall be ad- 
mitted. This abſolutely deſtroys the Suggeſ⸗ 


tions of a few amongſt us, as if Spain, by giv- 
ing up her Right to n in the open Seas, 


would underſtand that a Right was reſerved to 
her of ſearching our Ships at a limited Diftance 
from her Coaſts: Becauſe, 1 in Seas where no one 
I | BE x 
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than ſhe has to ſearch them at a hundred 


ceſsfully aſſerting any ſuch Claim, 


us: Thus we ſhall ſoon be reduced to the «0 
rable Dilemma, of either-ſitting-down wich the 


expenſive War. The French, a People that 


their own Advantage, will ſoon make uſe of 
the Spaniſh Arguments, Nor indeed is there 


for * and inen * * 3 


55 ð⁊ 
People can claim a Sovereignty, excluſwe of 
another, all Latitudes, and all Diſtances from 


Coaſts are on the open Seas; nor has any Nation 


any Right excluſive of another on theſe Seas, 
but to prevent the Ships of that other Nation 
from trading in her Ports and 'Harbours, And 
by the Treaties ſubſiſting betwixt Britain and 
Spain, ſhe has no more Right of ſearching our 
Ships a Quarter of a League from her Coaſts, 


Leagues diſtance from any Land. 
But there is another Conſideration that enters 
into this Point, that Jam apt to think has not 
bad its due Weight: As 1 preſume 1 it has been 
unanſwerably proved, that Spain, by pretend- 
ing to deprive us of the Rights that we enjoy 
by the Law of Nations, muſt, if we do not give 
them up by a particular Treaty, make herſelf 
obnoxious to all her Neighbours, ſo by ſu r. 
ſhe mt 
ſoon make all our Neighbours obnoxious to 


Ruin of our Trade, or of ſupporting it by an 
ſeldom fail to improve every Opportunity to 
one Reaſon founded either on the Law of Na- 


tions, or the Senſe of Treaties that may not be 
uſed by the French as well as by the.Spamards, 


and 
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and many Arguments may be offered for our . 
ſubmitting to that Uſage from the French, tho : 
not one has been yet offered why we ought to 
ſubmit to it from the Spaniards. France has 
already begun to follow the Example of Spain, 1 
and nothing is to hinder her from ſoon adopt- f 
ing her Reaſons, unleſs by a well tim d Reſo- 
lution we ſhall give them a ſenſible Proof that 
no Conſideration whatſoever is ſo dear to Britain f 
as the Preſervation and Security of her Com- 
merce. The Dutch will probably ſoon break 
thro' all Ties, as well as every other Power in 
Eurepe, with a Proſpect of anſwering their own 
Intereſt, till Britain ſhall be left to the melan- 1 
choly Reflection of the Lion in the Fable, who 
in his languiſhing Condition was kicked by the 
Hoof of the Aſs, — ; 5 
I cannot conclude theſe G Wich- 
out obſerving that the Spaniards have not con- 
fined their Depredations to America alone. If 
the Publick is not impoſed on, we have ſe- 
veral Inſtances of their plundering our Ships, 8 
without the leaſt Colour of Juſtice, even in 
the narrow Seas of Europe. Theſe Sufferers 
have certainly as good a Right to Reparation 
as if they — ſoffered in America: But we 
have not yet heard of any Fund for their Re- 
lief. To indemnify them out of the Money 
ſtipulated by this Convention, would be robbing 
the American Sufferers of their Due; and to 
remit their Claims to the Decifion of the Ple- 
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found to * 2 tha worſe than as Diſeaſe; 
fo expenſive are their Solicitations, and ſo uns 


eertain is their Redreſs. 


Sir, before 1 leave this Subject I muſt beg | 
leave to make ſomfe Remarks on the preſent 
Diſpoſition of the ee ; a Point ſeldom "I 
known, often indifferent, but in the End al- 3 
ways material to the en 4 a free = 
People. 3 

On other Occafons . 5 ww 


Scinditur inckreum fue, in Cntreria 


but on chis, like one Soul animating 0 
a Reſentment for the violated: He 
Nation reconciles all Differences f 
and unites all Points of Intereſt; and 
is one Man in the Kingdom who: + 
Meaſure that does not oo the moſt fe 
lous Fealouſy, that our C 
to be out of all Danger, 
= to no future Diſcuſſion, chat Man 3 is not J . \ 
to be found among | the mall, the gn 2 

V 1 ULGAR-. This Confii eration al ne: _—  \ 
cient to determine a Miniſter what 1 * 3 
ought to act, and to let him ſec that he can act 8 74 
no Part ſo wicked, no Part ſo weak, and no Part 5 
ſo impolitic, as to Fuse any Meaſure chat 
has che leaſt Tendency to to diſappoint. this Ar- 1 
dor. To comply with the juſf Ex ns AF * * 
of a free People may may, to a Miaiſter, in ome E: #” 
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them muſt in all Reſpects be fatal: Ar e 


ture no Inconveniences: can accrue to you, but 


puh Advantages muſt . the Publick 
atifying or removing t mpatience under 
125 ries Which has arik. 2 

pl have already /afered and at preſent feel. 
Malle a Miniſter aſſerts the juſt Rights of a 
People he never can fall, but with that Peo- 
E And by conſulting the true Honour of 


"HA JEnce while that Sovereign preſerves 
 /ouriy,, But if by his paſt Meaſures he 
Pifeited the Favour of the People, or is 


a Perſeverance in theſe Meaſures 


wi *tred. 


oceſsful Arts that have been uſed to ſully 
Sen ſe of the Nation, no Art has yet been 


<A; Leh act Corruption one Writer. Few In- 
N can be given from the Engliſb Hiſtory, 
few from the Hiſtory of other Nations, where 


urniſh us with any Inſtances of bad Mi- 
wÞcers ; but theſe Miniſters; dangerous as their 


found 
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m what the Peo- 


is S vereign he is in no Danger of loſing his 


8 Wy Jer; of loſi ing, his Influence in the Go- 
aaſten his Ruin, and moke His Fall 


Anares ©. 9 & 


. Time I obſerve with, Pleafure and 
n at the ſame Time, that among all 


Beauty of our Confticution, and debauch 


7 eftectual enough to gain over to 


one Set of Men preſerved their Purity amidſt 
an almoſt univerfat Corruption and Degene- 
racy. that: ſurrounged them. Former Times 


Dug hs ang: ns ad their Meaſures were, 
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— * empl ed on a certain Side of 8 
ler Politics, have ſame Reſemblance to Ws * 
„ _ | Writer chat a Monkey! has to a Man, 


2 ary charter, jump about, E FR 
voi every diſcerning Quality, and every 
0- "| reaſoning Faculr To chi ic is owing that 
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N Reſtrictions unknown to'this Nation. 
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